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Editorial

Welcome to the second edition of ‘Bollard Pull’.  We hope that you will  find that this issue is an
improvement  on  the  presentation  of  the  first  but  that  you  will  also  find  the  contents  equally as
interesting.

The Society has been running now for nine months and we have been surprised at the progress we
have made in such a short time. We have established links with the Maritime Museum and the History
Centre in Hull and have an exhibition planned for 2016. We are actively pursuing the funding for a
website to meet the needs of the Society now and in the future.

I  hope  you  all  will  now have received  the ‘Galley Radio’ newsletter  that  we  hope will  now be
produced every couple of months to keep you up to date with what is planned and what we have
achieved.

Our Constitution says we should ‘seek to record and preserve photographs, artefacts and personal
accounts related to the company United Towing and Salvage and of towing generally in the Humber
region, and by sharing these with the general public and future generations.’ We can’t do that without
the active participation of members and others interested in these matters. We look forward to sharing
any thoughts  you  may have  as  to  how we  can  best  achieve  these  goals,  but  please  think  about
submitting stories, yarns, or anecdotes about life in the Company, ashore, at sea or as a relative of
somebody connected with the Company. We would love to see any photographs or items you may
have that may be of interest to the Society and share them with others. Ultimately the ‘Bollard Pull’ is
a vehicle for us to preserve information for the future and as such we have been asked to deposit a
copy of every issue with the History Centre, The Carnegie Centre Library and the Maritime Museum
in Hull for reference and to place in their archives.

It is good to note that through the little publicity we have had we have gained new faces, and new
yarns, at the fortnightly socials held at the  Kingston Hotel on Trinity Square in Hull. We would love
to see you all there on Wednesday 23rd of December. What better way to get out of the last minute
Christmas  Shopping.  The  first  of  next  year’s  meetings  will  be  6 th and  20th January,  3rd and  17th

February and 2nd, 16th and 30th March.

If you know anybody that has been connected with United Towing in any way or is interested in
maritime Hull, or just nosey, please pass on our details as we would love to hear from them. The
committee  can be contacted at  utandss@gmail.com and can be called on 01482 898717.  I  look
forward to meeting you, or at least hearing from you in the next year.

Health, wealth and happiness to you and yours for 2016.

Tony Porter,
Chair, United Towing and Salvage Society.

mailto:utandss@gmail.com
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         Merman

           Photo Charlie Hill collection
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Rigging the tow on board the  SITAKUND,  seen from  ENGLISHMAN                              Photo Pete Elsom.
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ENGLISHMAN                                              Photo: Pete Elsom
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Lady  Fiona brought out the towmaster. Photo coll. J. van Eijk.                To be continued
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                   H.D.M. 28TH October 2015
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                                                       Man to Man Oct. 1976
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Hull Daily Mail  1962
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                                              Man to Man nos 31-32 1976
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Diplomat sank off  Yarmouth with the loss of her crew in 1915 but that’s another story. T.C. Spink became the first
Managing director of the newly formed United Towing Company in 1921. 

Photo U.T.S.S. archive collection.
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HULL DAILY MAIL FRIDAY 3RD FEBRUARY 1936

Superman leaving Hull towing the Stuart Prince to the shipbreakers at Danzig

Photo U.T.S.S. Archives
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1965 Englishman tows Athelcrown from Cuba to Hull & Newcastle.

                       Photos H.D.M.
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From Boston to Buenos Aires

1925 Seaman tows Stepdance & Quadrille
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“Seaman” leaving Boston towing “Stepdance” and “Quadrille”

Photo U.T.S.S. Archive collection
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O.T.S. By Cyril G. Riches

The following is a list of a few trips I did on Britonia

Cyril crossed the bar last year, he sailed with both U.T.C. and  O.T.S.

He served on Yorkshireman during the Falklands war and took part in the salvage
of the Argentinian submarine Santa Fe in South Georgia. 
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James Ryan (centre) aboard “Seaman”. “Superman” astern.

Photo U.T.S.S. Archives
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UTC send senior company officers to the Falkland Islands to assess the
possibility of the salvage and tow back to the UK of the “Great Britain”.
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